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completely efficacious in the various vulvovaginal infections in 70 out of the 
72 cases examined. In the other 2 cases, consisting of intense Tricomonas in
fections, a clinical cure was achieved even though at ceck-up examination the 
persistence of a common asymptomatic仆ora was encountered. The good tole
rability and local application, the lack of absorption at the level of the vaginal 
mucosa render the use of clotrimazole particularly effective, even under those 
condition which counterindicate the use of drugs (pregnancy, allergic diathesis, 
etc.). 
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The tetracycline induced fluorescence regarded as a viable diagnostic test in 
oncology since the chance discovery of the selective affinity of this drug for 
neoplastic tissues. In 1957 Rall et al. (1) during research into an antagonist of 
riboflavin noticed under a Wood light a particular yellow-green fluorescence in 
the autopsy samples of breast cancer in a patient, to whom tetracycline had 
been administered for therapeutic purposes. Subsequently, in studies carried out 
on animals (rats and mice) that were carriers of neoplasia (sarcoma 37), these 
authors showed that tetracyclines induce a yellow-green fluorescence that persists 
over a period in neoplastic tissue, while normal tissues display an autofluore
scence that is thought to be a reflex phenomenon. 

Similar research work carried out on patients suffering from neoplasia enabled 
confirmation of all that Rall had demonstrated in animals. Neoplastic tissues 
were studied immediately after surgery (2 , 3), in vivo (4· 5· 6· 7· 8· 9· 10) and at au
topsy (3 · 4); in this way the properties of tetracyclines and the means of using 
these as a diagnostic aid were determined. 

The properties of tetracyclines are as follows: 
— they are distributed in all healthy tissues without showing affinity for 

any of them in particular; 
— they accumulate in the excretory organs: liver, kidneys, intestines; 

* From Obstetrics and Gynecological Clinic, University of Padua.












