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Reliability of the methods for early diagnosis 
of carcinoma of the uterine cervix 

by 

G. F. MOSCOLO and G. G. NOVELLI 

For the discovery of carcinoma of the cervix, which is the most common site 
of cancer of the female genital tract (4 out of 5 cases) and which constitutes 
the most common form cf cancer when women alone are considered, we tradi
tionally rely upon colposcopic and colpocytological examination, supported by 
histological studies if the results of these tests are positive. 

The present report aims at a critical assessment of the work of the Centre 
for Colposcopy and Citology of the Second Obstetric and Gynaecological Clinic 
of the University of Padua, from its beginning (23-2-1970) to 31-5-1974. The 
advantages and limitations of each of the methods used are outlined. 

1) Colposcopy

Advantages: a) changes in the exocervical epithelium, which are not obvious
to the naked eye, can be differentiated with greater accuracy; b) a colposco
pically benign lesion obviates the need for further tests, and in particular for 
a biopsy; c) precancerous or malignant epithelial atypia alerts the investigator 
early and necessitates a biopsy, thus leading to early and adequate treatment; 
consequently the finding of a suspected and non-positive lesion in case of cancer 
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