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Vulvar intraepithelial neoplasia 
Epidemiological and clinical study of 45 cases 
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Summary: We observed 45 cases of Vulvar Intraepithelial Neoplasia (VIN) histologically dia­
gnosed which came to our observation between 1986 and 1991.

The average age of the patients and the grade of the VIN lesions were evaluated. 
We also examined the eventual association wIth Papi.llomavirus mfection, with non-neoplastic 

epithelial disorders in the adjacent areas and w th intraepithelial neoplasias of the cervix and/or 
the'::.gina (CIN and/or YAJ�). 

These data were studied in relation to the vulvoscopic pictures and symptomatology presented 
by the patients at the moment of diagnosis. 

Intraepithelial neoplastic lesions of the 
squamous epithelium of the vulva are 
morphologically similar to those of the 
uterine cervix and the vagina (CIN and 
VAIN) (1). 

Their biological behaviour is, however, 
very di枭rent: they have a greater evolu­
tive tendency towards invasive forms at 
the cervical level than at the vaginal (at 
least in respect to the third lower) and 
vulvar levels. 

From the results reported in recent stu­
dies it would appear that there has been 
an increase in the incidence of Vulvar 
Intraepithelial Neoplasia in vulvar invasi­
ve and pre-invasive neoplastic pathology: 
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18% in the year 1935-1950, 33% in 
1951-1965 and 47% in 1935-1972 (2); 
also, according to other Authors (3), the in­
cidence of Vulvar Intraepithelial Neopla­
sia has increased with respect to invasive 
carcinoma, passing from 21 % in the years 
1936-1950, to 47% in 1966-1972 and 
57% in 1973-1976. 

The epidemiological characteristics of 
the lesion also seem to have varied; whe­
reas it was once diagnosed in women in 
higher age groups (about 60 years of age) 
(4 · 5· 6· 7) , today it is more commonly found 
in younger women (about 40 years) (3) and 
e?pecially. coinciding with the presence of
viral aetiological agents (particularly the 
Papillomavirus) which could act as co­
factors in carcinogenesis (8). 

The aim of our study has been to assess 
our case records above all from the epi­
demiological, clinical and histopathologi­
cal points of view, also in relation to the 
presence of intraepithelial neoplastic le­
sions at the level of the uterine cervix 
and/ or the vagina. 
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