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after completion of the 4th month of pregnancy, we observed no injury either 
to the mother or the foetus (17). 

However, when the foetus shows some degree of maturity, it is preferable to 
induce delivery (1

·
5 ). 
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Some interest seems to attach to the problem of the morphological and histo­
logical changes that may be induced on the intestinal wall due to more or less 
prolonged contact with the urine, following a permanent urinary shunt operation, 
especially in the light. of many contradictory reports in the literature concerning
the behaviour of the intestinal mucosa of the excluded and not completely exclu­
ded segments of the intestine (1· 3• 4• 5• 7• 9 • 10• 11• 12, 13 ). 

Whenever it has been possible to examine the intestinal tract throughout its 
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