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INTRODUCTION 

In the last years the etiologic pattern of infectious vaginitis has undergone deep 
transformations (6). In fact mycetes of the Candida genus (C. albicans) and proto­
zoa such as T. vaginalis, are among the principal pathogenic agents encountered 
nowadays (1). 

This evolution depends on several factors, previously unknown or scarcely 
represented, which favour infectious colonization of the vagina such as the use 
of hormonal contraceptives (5 , 15), of anti-inflammatory steroids ( 14

) and broad
spectrum chemobiotics (4, 12, 13, 14, 16

)
. 

Other well known factors are chronic endocrinopathies such as diabetes and 
also pregnancy (7). At vaginal level this problem is further complicated by some 
mechanisms of pathogenic interconversion recently identified. It appears that 
mycotic infection can coexist with protozoa! infection or arise secondarily (2), 
especially if the latter was not adequately treated. In this regard we must point 
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