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Since 1962 a Centre for the early diagnosis of cancer of the uterus has been 
in operation at the Gynaecological Clinic of the University of Ferrara. Its tasks 
have also included teaching, health education and scientific research. 

The physicians and obstetricians of the out-patient departments run by the 
Social Health societies of the Province collaborate with this Centre in obtaining 
cytological samples and in making the female population aware of its existence. 
There are 21 of these out-patient units run by the society at Ferrara-Poggiore­
natico alone, with a female population of 64,834; 7 of the units are in the city 
centre and 14 in the countryside (Fig. 1). 

COMMUNE OF FERRARA - BRANCHES 
COMMUNE OF POGGIORENATlCO 

TOTAL, CITY CENTRE 
TOTAL, COUNTRYSIDE 

CITY CENTRE - DISTRICTS 

TOTAL, COMMUNE OF FERRARA 61912 
TOTAL, COMMUNE OF P. RENA Tl CO 2922 

TOTAL 64834 

FIG. 1 - Social Health Society of Ferrara - Poggiorenatico. 

The material for examination is sent to the cytological laboratory from the 
Centre. Patients whose cytological results are doubtful or positive are admitted 
to hospital for further tests (cytological checks, colposcopy, biopsy). 

During the period 1st October 1962 - 31st December 1976, 84,903 women 
were examined, the equivalent of 57% of the female population above the age 
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