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SUMMARY 

The authors illustrate the case of a bilateral 
Krukenberg's tumour of the ovary in a patient 
aged 29, a primigravida, at the sixteenth week 
of pregnancy. 
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It is a rare event for ovarian cancer to 
be associated with pregnancy, and Kru­
kenberg's tumour occurring simultaneou­
sly with pregnancy is quite exceptional. 

Chowdury ( 3) reported only one case 
of ovarian cancer (adenocarcinoma) out 
of 52,800 births, and Gustafson (5) 2 
ovarian cancers among 100,000 pregnan­
des: of these one was a Krukenberg's tu­
mour secondary to cancer of the stomach. 
White (9), out of more than 35,000 bir­
ths, encountered only 3 ovarian carcino­
mas. Beischer (2), in 1971, collected from 
the literature 164 ovarian tumours di­
scovered during pregnancy or in the puer­
perium between 1947 and 1969, of which 
4 were malignant: none of these was a 
Krukenberg's tumour. Chung and Birn­
baum (4) have collected from the litera­
ture relating to the years 1963 - 1972 
about forty cases of ovarian cancer in 
pregnancy, and have described six cases 
that they encountered out of about 
170,000 pregnancies: none of them was a 
Krukenberg. 

Novak (7) in material from a « record 
of ovarian tumours », found only 2 cases 
of Krukenberg's tumour during pregnan­
cy out of 2300 neoplasms collected du­
ring the thirty years from 1942 to 1972. 
Of these one was considered primary on 
the basis of the clinical data and the 
autopsy report. 

Woodruff (10), out of 1700 ovarian 
tumours collected over 17 years, repor­
ted 48 cases of Krukenberg's tumour, of 
which 2 were discovered during pregnan­
cy and immediately operated upon, while 
one, which was unrecognized, involved 
the death of the patient on the first day 
of the puerpenum. 

We illustrate a case of bilateral Kru­
kenbe:.g'� tum�ur, rec�.t�y observed at
our clinic at Ferrara. This tumour was 
the only malignant ovarian neoplasm en­
countered among about 29,000 births 
that took place in this department during 
the past 15 years. 
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