
RESEARCH INTO THE PRESEN­

CE OF MYCOPLASMA IN SOME 

OBSTETRIC AND GYNAECOLO­

GICAL CONDITIONS 

F. BUSOLO (''), D. MARCHESONI ('"'),
F. MUSAJO (''''), D. MARCOLIN (**),

D. BARATTO('')
(''') Institute of Microbiology, 
University of Padua 
(~,'＇)Departn:_ie9.t ?f Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 
University of Padua 

SUMMARY 
The Authors report their own experience and 

data from the literature on the presence of 
mycoplasma in some obstetric and gynaecological 
conditions. 
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Three fundamental stages can be sin­
gled out in the development of our know­
ledge of mycoplasma associated with hu­
man disease. They are respectively: a) 
the first isolation of a strain of mycopla­
sma, obtained in 19 3 7 from an abscess 
of Bartholin's glands (1

4
); b) the demon­

stration of the fact that the Eaton agent 
(M yea plasma pneumoniae) responsible for 
primary atypical pneumonia, was not a 
virus but a mycoplasma ( 11

); c) the disco­
very of the T strains of genital mycopla­
sma, now included in the species of 
U reaplasma urealyticum ( 47，气

Although the first species of myco­
plasma (M. mycoides) was discovered in 
1898 ( 43 ) in a case of bovine pleuropneu­
monia, the interest taken by researchers 
in these micro-organisms may be consi­
dered recent history and the abbreviation 
PPLO (pleuropneumonia-like organisms), 
which was so successful in the'forties', 
contains an implied reference to the above 
discovery. 

By the term « mycoplasma 〉〉 ,brought
once more to light by Edward and Freundt 
in 19 5 5, is meant nowadays a group of 
prokaryotes taxonomically included in the 
class Mollicutes, thus clearly separated 
from the classes of bacteria (Schizomyce­
tes) and viruses (Microtatobiotes). It is 
worth mentioning that this classificatory 
formulation has reference to various de­
cidedly peculiar biological parameters. 
These comprise: 1) values of the G + C 
content expressed as a percentage of the 
basic totals; 2) the extreme pol ymor­
phism, with cells whose diameters vary 
from 120 nm in the minimum (filtrable) 
reproductive units, and those in the sphe­
rical forms (10 µm); 3) the typical ab­
sence of walls, which is directly respon­
sible for the preceding characteristic; 4) 
the morphology of the colonies, generally 
of very reduced dimensions and observable 
only under the microscope. 

A further property of mycoplasma, and 
perhaps the most surprising one, is the 
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