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SUMMARY 

During the period 1971-1978, 254 patients 
with chronic vulvar dystrophy were studied. 0£ 
these, two patients with an original diagnosis 
of dystrophy presented invasive microcarcino­
ma and Bowen's disease after four and six 
years, respectively. The risk of neoplastic 
transformation in vulvar dystrophies is therefore 
relatively low, in agreement with other workers, 
and develops usually in the hyperplastic and 
mixed forms. 

Except in selected cases, mutilating therapy 
is therefore contraindicated. 
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The chronic vulvar dystrophies, inc1ud­
ing all the variously defined lesions (leu­
koplakia, LSA, neurodermatitis, hypertro­
phic vulvitis, kraurosis etc.) for some ti­
me have been considered lesions with 
high malignant potential. 

吓s depends mostly on the reports of 
Berkeley, Bonney and Taussig (1 · 2, 3) 
who, in the first half of the century, fol­
lowing, the observation that more than 
half of the patients with vulvar carcinoma 
presented associated leukoplastic lesions, 
reached the conclusion that 50 % of pa­
tients with vulvar leukoplakia were de­
stined to develop cancer. 

Nevertheless, the high malignant po­
tential attributed to the vulvar dystro­
伽es was based on retrospective data only, 
while the predisposition of any epithelial 
disorder to evolve into cancer may be 
studied adequately only in prospective. 
Taussig himself reported that only three 
of the patients he had treated with me­
dical therapy and followed, eventually de­
velopcd cancer. 

Currently, on the basis of prospective 
studies, the malignant potential of the 
vulvar dystrophies has been revised, as 
demonstrated by several workers who 
have indicated a di五erent evolutionary 
possibility in the various forms of dystro­
phy (4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, IO) ． 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
From 1971 to 1978 we have treated 254 pa­

tients presenting with chronic vulvar dystro­
phy. Follow-up of these patients ranged from 1 
to 8 years and 162 patients have been seen for 
more than 5 years. Employing the terminology 
proposed by the International Society for the 
Study of Vulvar Disease (11), the dystrophies 
were classified. on th�_ basis of ?istolo�ica] fini 
ings as: atrophic ( 158 cases), hyperplastic (57 
心ses) and mixed (39 cases) . 

Biopsies were carried out on the basis of po­
sitivity with Collin's test on lesions which were 
evidently macroscopically suspect. 

RESULTS 

Two patients with an original diagno­
sis of vulvar dystrophy (one was hyper-
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