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SUMMARY 

Authors present in this work their most recent 
cases (years 1979-81) about the use of ultra­
sounds in gynecologic pathology. 
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In the field of benign and malignant 
disease of the pelvis where early diagno­
sis is particular! y di血ult, the use of the 
`chographic technique is a precious aid
in the diagnostic procedure leading to 
identification of the mass. Echography, 
in fact, furnishes useful information re­
garding the site, relationships with nearby 
visceral organs, structure, size, and vo­
lume variations with time. This technique, 
in addition, is particularly useful in pa­
tients who are reluctant to undergo gyne­
cological examination, as well as in obese 
patients when clinical examination may be 
complex. 

From January 1979 to December 1981, 
we performed over 13,000 obstetrical and 
gynecological echographic examinations. 
Among these, 328 patients presented gy­
necological disease on ultra-sonography 
that was subsequently confirmed on lapa­
roscopy and/or laparotomy in our ha户ds.
During this period we employed various 
instruments equipped with grey-scale and 
r�al-t_ime where. it was pos.sible _ to.?al!
the images and measure the visualized 
structure digitally. The age and parity of 
the patients varied and was not statisti­
cally significant. Various symptoms led 
the patients to our Clinic, and consisted of 
metrorrhagia (22%), pelvic pain (22%), 
colic-type pain in the iliac fossa (1 7 %), 
pain in the lower abdominal quadrant 
(13 %), heaviness in the abdomen (10 %), 
increase in abdominal volume (9%), 
as well as headache, nausea, vomiting, 
weight loss, irregular menses, leucor­
rhea, dysuria, lumbar-sciatic pain, hy­
pertricosis, and finally, casual findings. 
Results obtained on ultrasound examina­
tion were checked against pathologic fin­
dings (table 1). 

It is clear that the percentage of correct 
diagnoses is almost 90 %, in agreement 
with the reports of others. Careful ana­
lysis of the data discloses that in the 
presence of ovarian cysts, the percentage 
of correct ultrasound diagnoses is almost 
100% but, in the presence of malignant 

167 




